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Bad Farming One

10, 1916,

Cause of

the High Cost of Living

And Prof. Binder Finds That the
Agricultural Halo Slipped When
Middleman Was Eliminated

HE priee of food Is undoubt-

edly an ecconomle question.

But back of the soaring

Prices ia n fundamental soclologloal

problem. We must recognise this fact

# we hopo to bring about any per-
manent gencral betterment,

The farmor. llke the rest of um, is
intensely human, and there are many
who stand between him and our dally
bread that are actuated by the prime
motive of relf-interest. And, fAnally,
the ultimate consumer is not A philan-
thropist, and when the burden of high
&st comes upon him he |s ready to
Blame every one but himself—a thor-
oughly human chuaracteristle.

Buch, In subwtance, s the conclu-
som reached by Prof, Rudolph M.
Binder of the chalr of woclology at
New York University In a discusalon
of the causes of present high prices.

Prof. Binder hns studled the food-

wige determines business relations. We
have got to take human nature pretty
much as we find It. We cannot legis-
late It into being or legislate It full
of virtues, but by wise laws we can
regulate It provided we back those
laws with the machinery of execution,
“This concerns the farmer just as It
does any one eise, and he has to learn
thut it is his duty to make the most
of his acres and In turn to give honest
measure and quality to those that
trust him. Thia will always he pos.
aible, and he will And it profitable if
he works his land as is done by the
most industrious farmers abroad.
“Thingn have changed greatly here
In the last hualf century In our agri-
cultaral life, Fifty years ago & farmer
had 10 spend three hours working the
roll 1o produce a bushel of wheat; to-
day, he can do this in three minutes,
thanks 1o engineering cunning. 1In
ather words, one man to-day, in the
production of & bushel of wheat, does

stull problem for some yvenrs, nnd has
sapocially given attention to the mid- |
dleman ng a factor In it. In desorib- |
ing attempts to get rid of him he de- |
moribes  Just what happened In one !

*The University of Wisconnin, which |
has gune In for =0 many social or
sconomic experiments, wan convinced
that the middleman was nol neces-
mry.” he sald. "Accordingly the uni-

what would have required the joint
Inbors of sixty men in the fleld two-
score years and ten ago.

“But while machinery has made this |
possible the great majority of our |

motable instance, {farmers have falled to consider m.inrn of improved ands had w!dened

1154 per cent, but despite the greater
they have falled diamally to ullll-ﬂ

foll. They have not only worked It to
the point of productive poverty, but

their acres with a view to thelr future
aa well as to their present yleld ca-

wversity authoritics set about trying to | pacities,

get the farmer and the cumulmri
closer to one another, | auoted of
“For a while the results were en- ‘

oouraging, but as time wore on dis-
eouraging dificiulties grew apace and
mow the university has substantially
abandoned Its campalgn, Of course,
those unfamilinr with the Wisconsin
offert want to know why the project
fell through. The wtory I® one of
human frailty: the yellow streak In
the ‘honest farmer' came to the sur-

At first the farmer packed his ship-
ments with prime products. The orders
were sent to him hy mall, and gradu-
ally the zones of distribution widened,
Mr. Farmer then said to himself: "That
man has ordered a package of goods,
and he has got (o take It as it reaches
him. Of course, he s a long way off

and some of the shipment would be |ture for the better part of the last two
decades. The farmer has not heen
Rim some seconds underneath the top dolng his part: he has not kept pace
I'wnh the march of national progress,
and yet his atandard of life has radi-
cally altered and he wants the things
that his prosperous and Industrious
nelghbor can afford by reason of well

likely to suffer. Why not, then, rend

Byers of prime goods?

“When complaint came In conse-
quence from the purchaser the ‘honest
farmer' glibly proposed to make a
trifling discount that would still leave
him an unfair profit on his inferior
Warea and a full return upon his
‘irsta’ The further away the cus-
tomer was from the shipper the
Ereater became this breach of faith.

“Mutual distrust crept in, as might
B8 expected, the farmer doubting the
purchaser in his turn, and mutual re-
erimination brought about a state of
affalrs which became Intolerable. It
was only natural that the project
should fall through. Commercialism
o the part of the farmer was sub-
stituted for the commerclalism of the
middieman and became even more
flagrant hecuuse of the remoteness of
the purchaser. -

“An Imperatve socinl need called the
middleman into being; and the greater
the distance hotween the producer and
the consumer the more necessary the
middieman, We cannot legialate him
out of existence. He has his part to
play between the farmer and the
housewife Just ns he figures in the dis-
tributlve machinery which exists he.
ftween a manufacturer and his ultimate
market.

|

years behind the besat of their Euro-
' pean competitors In making the most
‘out of their acres. The ultimate con-
| sumer must pay the price of this In-
ldiﬂmm or Incompetency., call It
| what one may.

| "A little study of conditions em-

phasizes the fact that there (s no need
1o urge American farmers to spread
their efforts over a greater territory.

with the fields at present in their keep.
Ing.

“Government statistics reveal a wit-
untion that few of the genernl publie
ure aware of. In cold Ngurea we can
read the economic history of agricul-

directed effort.

“Sixteen years ago there were 5,787.-
372 farms and ten years later thers
were 8,361,002 farms, showing an in-

| erease In & decade of subatantially 10.9

per cent. The acreage owned in 1900
was (666,040,061, and this was amplified
in the course of the succeeding ten
years to (98,664,617 acrea, an Increase
of 7.8 per cent.

“This property wans in the hands of
owners, tenants -and managers. Be-
tween 19000 and 1910 the number of
farms operated by managers decreaned
1.7 per cent., the number of owners in-
creased 8.1 per cent. and the number
of tenants working farms was aug-
mented 16.3 per cent, It will be no-
ticed how considerable was the growth
of the army of tenant farmers; and
to these men as a class the nation Is
indebted for a conmpicuoun betterment
in agricultural progress. This is not
hard to understand when we reulize
their original status and their objec-
tive.

"Ton a great extent the best of these
tenant farmers are clther Immigrants

*We may be able to control the mid«

dleman, but we cannot get rid of him |

through productive plenty. In fact
abundance Is more apt to make himr
Indispensable than otherwise, for upon
fim rests the problem of inding mar-
Reta and maintaining profitable prices,

“The tendency in all felds of pro.
duction ix toward sapeciallzation, and
this calls for coordinating ugencies be-
tween the producer and the consumer
wthe consumer In some cases being
Aimself a producer of another sort,
This speclalization would be neither
practicable nor profitable without the
middieman,

*“The middleman has undoubtedly
abused his position, and we know that
this wus charged by the farmers dur-
ing the late milk strike. This Inter-
ruption in the dairy business would
Be Impossible in Spain.  There the
cow or goat la driven to ghe door, and
the milk is delivered from the animal
in full measure Just when wanted,
This procedure Is impossible here, and
& complex organization hus been cnlled
Into being which has many phascs

“Human material ls the unltimate

or the sona of immigrants, To put It
figuratively, they came here with only
an onlon In their pocket and thelr
ambition was (o possess a golden
‘apple. This naturally meant work,
Inml hard work at that, and a very
| lnrge pereentage of them have profited

Ihy agricuitural practices developed in |

Europe, In other words, they know
what Intensive farming meana, they
risalize the part balanced farming
plays In the efficlent operation of
limited weres, and they are Keenly
falive to the real meaning of economy.
| “From 1900 to 1010 the dncrease in

value of farm lunds and the bulldings

thereon amounted to 1085 per cent.
The farms worked by owners increased

in value 1017 per cent., those under

the control of managers Increased 88
I||wr cent, and the lunds ocoupled and
I tilled by tenant farmers appreciated
130.2 per cont.  Hore we have the very

| best _evidenve of what the tenant

that the d'Merence in the Increase In
value between the acres operated by
the farmer owner and the tennnt

“Figures in abundance have haenj
late which make it clear |
thut American farmers are generally |

The thing to do Is 1o make them realize
that it Is possible to do far better

farmer In doing, and it 14 safe to say |

the case of the tenanted lands than |
that shown by the two sets of figures, |

“This is disclosed by Government |
dain giving the added acreage in im- |
proved land in the farma of the United |
Hiates between 1000 and 1910, The

| total of this Improvement amounted 1o |

16,4 per cent. .Owners added to thelr !
tilled land 11.4 per cent., managers in- |
creased thelr crop bearing acres 12.9 |
per cent. and the tenant farmers
swelled the size of their fruitful felds |
24.7 per cent, |

“Now let us see what was the meas-
ure of financial betterment accruing to
all of our farmers during the ten year
period represented by the flscal years
1899 to 1908, and ax a general Index
let un take the sinndard cerenls ns a
basis of caleulmtion.

“In 1808 the crop amournted to 4,438,
857,013 hushels and ten yeurs later the
harvests netted 4512484465 bushels,
the actual increase In productiveness
amounting to only 1.7 per cent,! In
1899 the value of that crop was §1,482.-
803,049, an mgminst $2,865,580,714 In
1809, an Increase of 798 per cent. |
There la o very striking lesson to 1-o|
drawn from these figures,

“Manifestly, the entlre farming in-
dustry of the country during that
decade produced but little more at the
end of the term than It did at the be-
Finning, and yeit the value of the crops
mounted steadily until they showed a
galn at the end of ton years of nearly
80 per cent. During that interval the
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Sixteen- Year-Old

- Wins Honor in France

RANCE has cited for bravery

& New York boy of 18, who has

the front. He Ia Juliayy Broome Liv-
ingston Allen, son of Frederick H

Allen, a lawyer of this city, who |

brought him up on a Bpartan plan.
“Learn to do things for yourself,”
wan the principle which ruled the fam-
ily of two boys and three girls. Julian
Allen learned to act and think for
himselt when he was a little boy. A

the age of & riding his pony up at

| Pelham Manor, wherp s altuated the:

country home of the Allens, Boiton |
Priory. He was Inured early to the |
athletic life. It was not unusual for|
Mr. Allen and his five children to be |
up at dawn for a canter over the roada,
The boys were proficlent in all kinds
of mports before they were In thrlrl'
teens., 0 |

When Jullan was 12 he was sent |
out 1o visit an auat at Colorado
Bprings, He went all by himself and
without even being commended to the

rood ofices of the conductor. When
ha arrived he had the alr of an ex-
perienced traveller.

Another influence for eMeiency In
the bringing up of the young ambii-
lance driver was 8t. Paul's School,

! Concord, N. I It was ot of a mill-

Left to right—Frederick H. Allen, the Misses Dorothy, Barbara and Joan, Frederick S. Allen
five years old.
Above— Julian Allen with his ambulance at the front.

acreage the crops increased but 1.7 per
cent.

“One I8 naturally prompted to nsk.
‘Why did the value of the crops nug- |
ment so dinproportionately?” Simply
because our population had gone on |
increasing year by year, bringing (n
its train a wteadily growing demnnd |
for foodstuffs. Our farming Ipdustry
as a whole did not keep siride with
thé needa of a multiplying population
and thelr very prosperity, stringe as
It may seem, was mainly the direct
consequence of thelr Indifference,

“The public Is to-day paying the
cumulative pennlty of this course
Also the farmer |8 feellng the petlex
of hin fallure to foresee the inevitable
He has simply given the middleman
an opportunity to dominate the sltun-
tlon and the farmer 8 fundamentally
to blame,

"“The publiv Is often given to under-
stand that the farmer s unduly op-
pressed by debta and more often than
otherwise {8 laboring under the hurden
of a heavy mortguge. In 1800 the
number of furms free from mortgoage
waun 2610664, and In 1910 there wero
2,621,283, an increase of mortgage frec
farms of 4.4 per cent i the other
hand, the mortgiged farms (n 1000
numbered 1137.749, and ten yvears lnter
had grown to 1327435, an Increase of
17.7 per vent,

“In the previous decade, from 1890
to 1000, the Inerease In mortgaged

| farmu wus 27,1 per eent,, while the In-

crease (n Tarms free from mortgnge
doring that perlod was 113 per cont
The reason for the mortgage Agures
In primarily that a lorge perventage of
the land owned was untiled The
farmer added to his acreage but did
not make the added acres productive,
Let us make this even plainer,

“In the case aof farmer-owners the
average area per farm in 1900 wig
1522 acres, of which 78.2 nores wern
Improved or under cultivation. In

Strength of the social fabric, and like- farmer was actually much greater in | 1810 the average farm consisted of

78.5 acres were o
The average tenant-
farmer in 1900 had 983 acres and of
these 81.9 were Improved,
luter his farm averaged 96,2 acres, but
684 of them were cullivated,

“In 1900 at that rate the farmer-
owner worked 50 per ¢ent. of his acres
ten years later he had Ixttered

660,058 were born abroad. The

Hatter ropresent a large per cent. of our
furmer mortgagers

“These peaple had to borrow to comes

tagain 1o get their farma.

them  suceeed
work, and in the end are able to own
But, euriously, there In an

tenant, on the other hand, had 63 per
of his acres under cultivation iIn |
1800 and by 1810 he had Improved upon |

hiampers progress

and later on, and at a4 time when he
tenant-farmer in the o his mans o manage his

But even so nelther of them was

will deive them away
from home by his stand, his flelds be-
untilled to o considerable ex-

Crops of the country, measginred )
standard cereals, was hut 17 per cont,
In the eourse of a full decade
It bluntly the farmer to-day bas Hiile
If any general improvement to show in
of bwetter agriculture during
He hns missed his
golden apportunity and in proportion
to the nerenge at his disposition he has
gone hackward

"Rome farmers assert tont capitalls.
tie ownership has Interferod with thele
wiay of gupport fopr theie
contention ety 1he fact that there are
< of Land hield b
vases Individuals
coptrolling an arva equal to one-half
Noew England or the whole of South

Independence lu

numerous to have
w direct bearing upon the agricultural
situption of the pation

farmer's cost of living has in-
crensal ne donbt, and even if woe put
His ut Lo per cent, we must plice op-
avgmented value
farmer hins never
spwenking generally,

the past six years
I

have gone princlpally
Within reason, this s
auite pardonnbde, but his higher stand-

miltions of ac

admini=trative ef-

under cultivition and the r.[-"l'v not in N ton many "-'I'P-"r

these great holdings are really only to attend more

very small per cent. of our total farm

“Ahundanes hins caused these men 10 | avary farmier In Kansas has his oo
T ripped with the desire to beeome | mohile, and that a Girmer thinhs noth-
pontlemen farmers
the drudgery of work-
nnd even the labor of directive re-
This s particulurly evi-

doew not of necossity
o hampering barden ;
menns towaril

BONL DOVEeriy not

and Julian Allen when he was |

Julian Allen, Son of New York Law.

been driving an ambulance at |

yer, Had Early Training of
Hero Making Sort

135 pounds. He Is as hard as nalls
and as supple as wire and has the
nerve of o grenadier,

Hia lotters hiome are filled with the
*ir and action of the great events in
which he I living. He speaks French
fluently and his letters bristle with
woldier slang and with the terse speech
of his native Iand,

“We have lwen very husy," he beging
ane of his letters, “1 have had one
night's sleep out of the last four and
to=nlght I must work again, This =
poste de secours work, and all that we
have meen before Is child's play com-
pared to this.

“The roads here are awful, Hhell
holes make them nearly Impassable,
Fortunately we have the moon to give
us some light., We go through the
villages, which are continually shelled,
and It Is not very pleasant. French
tatterien are right beside the road, and
last night during o tir de barrage It
was awful, The alr was red with

| shells and the alr fMlled with thele

whistle and roar.

“The boches, thank heavens, were
too busy shelling the trenches to pay
any attentlon to the ropds, Howoever,
they sent g few gom shells Into B—,
n villnge wiiich we must go through
The smell was awlul. However, we
got through without having to uss

our masks, Two big 150 shells foll |

| night. The hoches shell the ronds &

He describes {n detall the dreas)
or rellef statlon to which he and hia
comrades were bringing the wounded,
He traversed shell torn highways and
forded streams in his car.

“When I finally did reach the poste
he goes on, “l waw grected by foyr
shells lnnding on all sides of me, nons
mare than ffty yards away and ome
within ten yards. It was Impossibly
to return on the same road with my
blewsd, I found that there was a muls
pauth through the fields. 1 could ues
thnt and did. 1 did It without (o
much trouble and no had shakes to
my blessé, It was the first time sines
the French had dropped back to their
prescent linea that any vehicle but g
two whesled mula cart had gone 1y
the poste.”

“Life Ia getting more exciting* ha
writea of an experience during the
summer. “We work nearly eveps
kond deal. The other night a shell el
fifteen feet behind the car”

“The rond had been shelled tereibly
ho wrote a few diuys later, “and we
wore just able to get by and up ta the
poste. The bhoches wers trying all
afternoon to gel a battery Just besigs
the road and the rosd was in awfyl
shupe when we went through at mid.
night,

“We siarted back, hut several ge.

abhout fifteen yards from us, but they | Vitalllement wagons had fallen inte the

fell on eoft ground in a fleld and did
no harm."
Here are some glimpees of the life

the hoy has been leading ns glven in

another lettor:
“1 am de plauet for twenty-four
hours In this God forsaken village,

The dust 1s covering the ronds, For '
five dave now it has not ralned and the

mud turned to dust, From time to
time a shell comes whistling and roar-
ing Into houses, alrtady damaged, that
line the maln rond. Flies are everys-
where, & Wla ks, huzzing muass thut seis
vou erazy, now lHghting on vour hands
and now on your face, The ear Is
covered with them. They are mads
dening !

“My hands are disgusting, There =
no witer to e hmel, Gasolens (& more
clennsing, 1 spent the other night In
the depths of an abrl [dugout or shel-
ter] thnt smelt of all the Jdisgus=ting
things one coull imagine,  Heside me
A min was mporing loady o on o hench
w o mnlade was coughing steadily. In
w o corner p blessss was Iving on &
siretcher, e€roaning in his tortures,
From time to time a branenrdier tried
to comfort him,

“Ortstde the steady rumble of poass-
Ing wagonsg wns heard, then the roar
and craxkh of n sholl, the frightensd
gallop of the horses, the orl of the

| drivers and cracking of whipe! Then

tary e:campment intended orlganally
for students of St. Paul’s that ther
Jeveloped the junior training campe
which were held at Plum Island last

summer under the direction of officers |

of the United States army,

Jullan was too young to carty n
rine when the European war began
but from the fAirst he would have Liked
to enlist. His older brother, Frederick
8. Allen, who hag since relurned to
Hurvard Univeralty, joined the ambie-
lance mervice. At the age of 14 Julinn
had become a eapable chaufeur, 1ie
had a small runabout which he could
twake apart and put together

He finally managed to get anto the
French ambulance service, although he
was then barely 15, He has now heen
driving ambulances and aiding the
wounded at the front for more than a
year., I8 fellow ambulanes drivers
call him “The Kid.," The sobriguet tlis
his age, hut not his appesrance, for he
I8 5 feet § Inches in helght und wolghs
T
dent among those farmers who hnve
Inherited thelr lands from n thrifty
farmer father, Thewse sons of sturdier
und more Industrious parcntages have
nequired habite of Juxury. They want
to hold on to thelr farms and to ploer
the burden of making them profitable
upon the shoulders of tennnts. Faill-
Ing In this, their productive acres
elther decrease or those that are sown
ure not worked to advantage

"I'robably one of the hest indices of
the presant day habit of mind of farn
era les In the fact that =omething ke
LAOD 000, IFf not minre, nwn motor i«
Thesa are not so mueh an abd o het .

where the personal equation has come | vop girming or farm wdministeason s
i und the result s not one 1o borst | they are to pleasurs and eonvenlenes

It was told me nol Jong agn thae

ing of motoring Mmiles 1o town, fry
quently in order to go te the theatre

“The molor car has thus dispinesd
the horse, yeot the animal retnrng o

all was quiet but for the coughs and
the moans and the snores and 1 fell
asleep,

Here Is the Hebr heartesd way in
which he spealen of the narrow CRCA
he hadd gom death:

“Monday night w went to Marre
on the road up we were fired upon by
mitrailleuses.  Frilday night | went
up to Marre again. They put several
shmpne] shells Into the villnge 1 e
Vandimg just aeross the street, an eclat
it my helmet ond shirasnel bhalle fell
thsvint s

“New bivds are beglnning to come
In®" he writes agnin "Sunday night
I went up the hill [Te Mort Homme ]
ahont midnight. Four of us were out-
side the abri when suddenly a shell
roared inoand fell pwenty vards dis-
1unt Natorale we ducked nmd for-
tunitely we  did Fven sao we were
sirick by fallling stones and Jdire, 1
wis hit in the neck-—=just scratehed
IFor two hours the boches shelled the
poste and you may be sure we woere
in the wnhrl

lielpful measure of for

Ulizer to the soll [ his lande, improved and  otlers'ss,

holes nand our rond was blocked, Wa
telephoned to have other cars come Wip
to the Calvalre, which was five hup.
dred yards away.

"Two of our cars ran hack and for.
ward from the posts and wo had ty
ecarry our men five hundred vards to
the other cars. I can assuro you thai
It wne no fun to carry A stretchar aver
a shell torn road and In mud several
Incliea deep, I thought that my armw
would fall off when finally all the
Ilensés were Lransported

“We hid our cars as hest wa could
hehind a hill where the rond wos In a
defile, Then we walked to the posts
about four hundred yards away. As
usual the French were very kind and
we wers put In our stretchers in o
dugout to sleep. We spent ull dav
there and ot night when the rond had
b n cleared we went hnek”

Writing under date of September 38
soung Allen tells of the coming of the
autumn raines,

“It poured down In torrents” b
says, “and the ronds wore rivors of
mud and water, In places at our posts
especinlly we had to walk In mud
above our kneex, For the last five
davae a thick mud has covered bothy
me and my car."

Throughout the lotters appears the
ardor of youth. There 18 a total ab.
sencn of thought for eelf as he goe
on ha errands of mercy along the
shell torn roads and the battiefleldn

In the official army order In which
he I= elted dullan Allen 18 praised fop
‘hnvine Voountesred o transporm
wonunded requiring urgent care from
relief posts to hospitals over a route in
sight of the enemy, frequently sghelled
and swept by machine gun fire, i Nns
example of bravery and enduranes '

In view of whaut the lad has ilone
his father thinks thut it 8 time that
hie returned to Nl own country, Jullan
wna in the fourth form at 8t Paul's
when he went shroad His family
wiant him to come bick now and begin
work under a tutor so that he will he
while 1o enter Harvard next fall. Sa
application has been duly made for he
dischinrge, and they hope tn ses him
ek by Christmas Day

Ils ssters mude thelr debvint at a
dince at Sherry's glvien on the nleh

[ the day on which the newapapers
printed the ealile desgpateh tellimg of
the honor which had come to thelr
brother nt the front,

ind desws maich of his sustonance | hpve greatly inereased In value. and

from the roughage an the land, The
machine, on the other hand, 8 4 eon-
tinanl soureda of  oxXponditiar Vil
much more than p horse in upkeep
and relurns nothing of beneflt 1o the
il This has nothing to do withh moter
trucks owned Vosome farmers  and

winally  enegheed Ino ousefu! and pes
meneritive service
"And, Anally, the ‘oppressed farmer,

#Uliping NS opportunities, comes (o the
oy ernment td asks for lovans when
he fingds b odiifealt or impmsaihle o
Blivin mieaey from the people who
knaw him twst, nnd the Government,
slering for viotes, passes o hill de
eaid B make it elsler £or the farmer
t 1 e finaredal osdetance Bt n
A ¢ »

ver nstend of making the most of his
chances for his own gond and far the
good of mociety ot Inree, he has omply
linkid ddown on the pablic,

“Again, the ‘poor farmer by his awn

extravasance, or his own ipactior. ae
the ¢ase may be, natturmlly mindkes b
Kelf nnoeasy fargor for those who osn
Wvanee him money while  belping
themselves  disproportionntels Hia
Wit are faeo Lo face with the [riese
Dman side of ihbe whinlo gesi?
“Hiripped Ino s fushon, thie fapmer
Imovirtually helpless, nod the o
has the hold upon him dx o n
the primary intermiodingy o rR
In the chain of foodutu etz bor
In his way the rarmer poss dejgly ¢

Lis vaerifice of itdepends

The Government ciher does not | dered wilfully, and the ul fie
Krow e deliberntoly lenores the real | sumer payvs many thmes mnors for the
LRt ton CPrroEperity has sivdlod apon | farmers shorisiehed C¥y ne dejnorabie
the furmer, b indiMerent crops and lnels OF bisiness netimer
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